
BAMS
OptBlue vs. Traditional Amex: Rate Comparison
A side-by-side worksheet to check what you're really paying for American Express

Side-by-side comparison

BAMS OptBlue Traditional American Express

Discount rate As low as 2.30%* As high as 3.50%

Transaction fee As low as $0.10 As high as $0.35

Statement fee Waived Up to $7.95 / month

Funding speed As little as 12 hours 3–5 business days

Reporting Single merchant account login Amex transactions only

*For qualifying industry SIC/MCC codes.

What this means in dollars

With a traditional American Express program, a business can pay up to 3.50% plus $0.35 on every 
transaction, plus monthly statement fees — and then wait 3–5 business days for the money. For businesses 
taking many Amex payments each month, switching to OptBlue routinely produces significant administrative 
and fee savings while improving cash flow.

Your statement checklist

Find your Amex discount rate. Is it above 2.30%? Note the difference.

Find your per-transaction fee. Is it above $0.10?

Check for statement or monthly fees. OptBlue through BAMS waives the statement fee.

Check your funding time. Are you waiting 3–5 days for Amex deposits?

Count your logins. Are Amex transactions reported separately from your other cards?

Next step

BAMS provides a complimentary rate-reduction analysis for all card types — including your American 
Express fees. Send us a recent statement and we'll show you exactly what OptBlue would save: 
www.bams.com/contact



BAMS — Bank Associates Merchant Services  |  Rated 4.9 on BBB & Google  |  Request a quote: www.bams.com/contact


